Dogma or Desire ?
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face to the ground. * And he said, “'Behold now, my lords; turn about,
please, to your servant’s house; spend the night and wash your feet, then
wake up early and go your way!” And they said, “'No, rather we will
spend the night in the square.”

3 And he urged them very much, so they turned toward him and came
to his house; he made a feast for them and baked matzos, and they ate.

4They had not yet lain down when the townspeople, Sodomites,
converged upon the house, from young to old, all the people from every
quarter.® And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who
came to you tonight? Bring them.out to us that we may know them.”” ¢ Lot
went out to them to the entrance, and shut the door behind him.? And he
said, "'l beg you, my brothers, do not act wickedly. ® See, now, I have two
daughters who have never known a man. I shall bring them out to you and
do to them as you please; but to these men do nothing inasmuch as they
have come under the shelter of my roof.”

(XAnd they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “'This fellow came to
sojourn and would act as a judge? Now we will treat you worse than
them!” They pressed exceedingly upon the man, upon Lot, and they
approached to break the door.

P 1 The men stretched out their hand and brought Lot into the house with
them, and closed the door{) And the men who were at the entrance of the
house they struck with blindness, from small to great; and they tried)

( vainly tofind the entrance. Then the men said to Lot,"Whom else do you
have here — a son-in-law, your sons, or your daughters? All that you have
in the city remove from the place, ™ for we are about to destroy this place;
for their outcry has become great before HASHEM, so HASHEM has sent us
to destroy it.”’
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GIVAH AND SEDOM: SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

The similarity in the narratives of Pilegesh Begivah and the events
preceding the destruction of SedomS$3 are unmistakable. The
people of Givah demanded that a guest be sent out to them just
as the people of Sedom demanded of Lot.
~J These similarities can be deceiving, as the mefarshim note.
Ramban notes two key differences: The sinners in Givah acted out
of lust alone, not as enforcers of inhumane laws, and in Sedom,
the entire city opposed the visitors, whereas in Givah, the sinners
were a small group of officers who, because of their power, could
not be stopped by the others. Also, the_people of Sedom were )
gpunished from Shamayim with gofris and eish, while the people )
of Givah received no such punishment.
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12 Byt his master said to him, “Let Us not turn into a city of a foreign [people]
who are not of the Children of Israel, Let us pass on to Gibeah." 1> So he said
to his attendant, “Come, let us approach one of the [Jewish] places, and we will
spend the night in Gibeah or in Ramah.” 4 So they passed [Jebus] and went on,
and the sun set upon them near Gibeah of Benjamin. ' They turned there to
come and spend the night in Gibeah. He entered and sat in the town square, but
no one brought them into a home to spend the night.

’ﬁ 16 Jyst then an old man came from his worlk, from the field, in the evening. The

man was from Mount Ephraim, but he was living in Gibeah; the local people
were Benjamites. 1" When he raised his eyes and saw the traveler in the town
square, the old man said, “Where are you headed? From where have you
come?”

18 He answered him, “We are passing from Beth-lehem of Judah to the
foothills of Mount Ephraim; I am from there. | went to Beth-lehem of Judah, and
I am headed for the House of HASHEM. * And no man is bringing me into his
home. 12 We even have straw and fodder for our donkeys, and there is even
bread and wine for me and your maidservant and the boy who is with your
servants; not a thing is lacking."”

2 The old man said, “Peace be with you! However, all your provisions shall
be upon me. Just don't spend the night in the [town] square!”

21 He brought them to his house and prepared food for the donkeys; they

“washed their feet and ate and drank. 2 As they were feeling merry, behold —

people of the city, lawless people, surrounded the house, banging on the door,
and saying to the old man, the owner of the house, “Send out the man who came
to your house, so that we may know him.”

23 The man who was the owner of the house went out to them He said
to them, “No, my brothers! Please do not be wicked! Since this man has
come to my house, do not do this disgusting thing! 2 Here are my virgin

~NJdaughter and his concubine! [ will bring them out and you may molest them and

3

y were the Sodomites so determined to harm the angels who visited
W:ot? Was it just that they hated visitors, or was there more to it?

Hashem created the world in such a way that forces of tumah,
impurity, naturally gravitate toward kedushah, holiness, with the intention of
contaminating it. The holier something is, the more tumah is attracted to it (see Ohr
Hachaim, Bamidbar 19:2). ‘The Torah recounts that (Bereishis 34:3) N3 mPI3 WH pATM

do to them whatever you please. But do not do this disgusting thing to this
man!”*

ut the men were not willing to listen to him. The man grabbed his concu-
bme and thrust [her] outside to them. They knew her and they molested her all
mght long until the morning; they sent her away as the dawn began to break.
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Spy—[Shechem] became attached to Dinah, daughter of Yaakov. Apparently, this
vjle person was deeply attracted to Dinah just because she was Spy» n3, the daughter
of Yaakov. She possessed an inherent kedushah that Shechem had a great desire to
defile.

~JThe Sodomites were so morally corrupt that when the angels arrived at Lot's
house, the people of Sodom intuitively sensed that kedushah had entered their city.

Because impurity so desperately wishes to contaminate holiness, all Sodomites— |

€

young and old—assembled at Lot’s house so that they could cleave to the angels
in the vilest manner, (See Rashi on the words [Bereishis 19:5] onix nym—and we will |

know them.) Therefore, Lot responded, “If you seek something holy to contaminate,

v VT XY WK 1N By *Y &y mn—See, now, I have two daughters who have never known
a man (Bereishis 19:8). My daughters have guarded themselves from the impurity of !

Sodom and remained chaste. They, too, have attained holiness.” (Indeed, because
Lot’s daughters excelled in their extraordinary ¢znius, they merited that Mashiach
would descend from them, through Rus the Moabite and Naama the Ammonite, as
the midrash says on the pasuk [Tehillim 89:21], *12y 3 *nxgy—I have found Dovid, My
servant, that, “I have found Dovid in Sodom.”) Although Lot offered his dau_gﬁ:ir_s
to the Sodomites (a vile act in itself, as Lot had unfortunately learned well from his
hosts), the Sodomites rejected his offer. They desired nothing less than anng’tom
Heaven. Therefore, they pressed forward to demolish Lot’s door.




1 to find the entrance. The Sforno established in the

- previous chapter (verse 21) that the angels came
to Lot’s house to test the reaction of the populace
and to give them one last chance to repent. The
closing of the door by the angels is meant to
underscore the townspeople’s wickedness and
demonstrate how corrupted they were, that even
when blinded, their passion does not subside. The
saying of the Sages quoted by the Sforio is a play
on words — the Sodomites stand at “’theentrance
as do the wicked at “'the entrance” of Hell — and
fail to repent.

3

9

Q710N MNN MR G DIRY 71 DYY ,UNYS ARF MR S b;w T IR i
K7 IR IMR NP AMRIY P ,MYNI IR 79M YOS SPINR vanom
i)
Wipan qURIY i1 DIXY 1D D2 WY DTNV P71 MMD DR 19 79M 1100 o
DRI WD W2 YORD DUMIRY NI NN NYYY 53101 1R DAWAY 937 DIV INNRD

)
)

| o
TN 2 BmeEd
JNR DIPNR D3 1N N PYNR TR
9279 PN 2% WTH @Y DIRNDT 2INN2 02051 10 19N 1NN 1N
1PN PO KYY D ART PO 12T 2597 .RYD XYDI Som nY O 1R
293 PHR MYV "R Y WY W3 MR PR A RS 13T .0MYRm DY
om 1Y pony
JMR DR YW DYYa HuR
2001 Yo% SR NR Y9R5 pYa "WIR DY N3 1NN 12 TR pee R antel]
131R3) PANRA MK 19°7712 TYUNA RIT .83 XY R IR ITPIHD PYR 9379 XA
(@
ANV 50 MR DTN DAY 10 LIRD WNINN Wh 2T (DR IR R ~J
K99 IR ,12wna 2D MYnw 13 731y Nd NNRY 1N A"apnY (1o ,ov) 1INDON
M mag %) NINRT D — W12 10 NI AWTN ANIA 1YRY X2 0"IpR 0
JIMIND VI R NNT 5531 40

e | I\

Y B170a U1
a1 N sn Y HeX o -
1170 993 Y9 DR K11 1Y DR V12 KW (0 ) 7NN NIDON NRTIPN NYID2

5

151 oMy wNRIN TNRY D0 Npyr

mYo% IX DBX DMK DmEYY MY M M, 0mTon DRINQY
T MW WY YN ST NO0 A A 9 ortoa ok oy
a5 Yo nhmb mm

,MAMZIA MTHA TR A7IE3 W DY D10 WIR Yow i
wm Yy pnANT DMAKWY DY WAK DTMaK NYBR Nwabl nvn
,0Wm (DMWY DIPTIY D101 DI Knw v v ,Dwwd DMK
W OO fPapT nmpy 5930 nR 19w YK Mg X DWAIK
O DI WY 1 1 9K 19BR mpnY NRwY it 1m meapn
"IN Y Y 1abn) XY TR PTIY AR 1T XY 01102 Kpy KT
(ormax Sw
12 WD .or1ob ormxban wun wKY 03 Nhpnwn W MR <
yTaws v 523 yitd 927 03 LR MW W NK b ouon
by 1203 0170 MWAN MYR NWARY (1) 9P YW MaYd TR AT
YwOHTY YRwnd TpYT 1 Wi siepn oyt 53 jpr e wan nan
Swyr x5w mwvn ey Y KA DY mw Mo ;13 yIKW ORI
913 IO AR D 1T PR ANy DUTIK 00

Selorro

—_[oa

10. Mo N7 nx) — And closed the door ... so that they will (be torced) to weary
themselves in vain to locate the entrance, and thus their utter wickedness would be

demonstrated.

11. rinon x¥RY X9 — They wearied themselves in vain to find the entrance: Although
they were stricken with blindness, they exerted themselves to find the entrance so as to
break down the door, as our Sages tell us: “The wicked do not repent even at the entrance
of Gehinnom (Hell)” (Eruvin 19a).
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Malbim64 explains that there is a difference between a rasha
(an_evil person) and a choteh (a sinner). The people of Sedom
Jhad established evil laws that were incompatible with human so-
' ciety (i.e., banning wayfarers from their city). These laws were
reached not through lust but throug}=1 warped thought. In Sedom,
a stranger had no rights. In Givah, by contrast, there was a group

of sinners who acted solely out of lust,
Meam Loez adds that in Sedom, this brazena practice had been
in place for years and the inhabitants saw it as the norm.% This
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Jost them their chance for repentance. In Givah, this was the first
time such an incident had occurred.

~ The Malbim%5 adds that Lot rushed to bring the malachtm
into his house so that no one would see them (due to the laws of
Sedom), whereas the elderly man made no secret of welcoming
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the guests into his home. The people of Sedom were prepared to
age war against Lot, whereas in Gwah no one intended to harm
the elderly host or take his daughter.

» v In Sedom, it was well known that a stranger had no rights.
The Torah warns against following the ways of the Canaanim,
which are the ruination of man. Just as the land vomited them
out because of their sinful ways, so, too, would it do to Yisrael
if the nation followed the Canaanim’s evil ways. The incident in
Givah occurred not long after the land was conquered and the
Bnei Yisrael were dispersed throughout the land. There remained
pockets of Canaanim who engaged in immoral acts” foreign
to the Bnei Yisrael, and this incident shows how powerful one’s
environment can be. Wickedness is contagious. If one lives among
the wicked, after a while, he adopts their ways.68
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578 O STEP BY STEP

Why should any process at all be required to know oneself?
Doesn’t every person possess natural self-awareness? The Gemara

(Shabbos 105b) rules that:

One who tears his clothing out of anger, or breaks instru-
ments in anger, or wastes his money because of anger
should be in your eyes like one who serves avodah zarah;
for this is the profession of the yetzer hara: today he in-
structs someone to do this, and_tomorrow he tells him to
do that, until eventually he tells him to worship avodah
zarah, and the fellow goes and worships avodah zarah.
Rabbi Avin asked where we find a Scriptural source for
this idea, [and he answered]: The verse in Tehillim (81:10)
reads, “Do not allow an el zar to dwell within you ...”
Who is the el zar who dwells in a person’s body? This is
the yetzer hara.

Chazal teach us that anger is parallel to something called avodah
. zarah — which literally means a zar service or a service of zarus. InZ

' lashon hakodesh, zarus is estrangement, isolation, aloneness, or discon-
) nection. Avodah zarah s a religious commitment to a life of estrange-
\ment — estrangement from one’s God. from fellow man, and even
from oneself. Rabbi Avin reveals that there is a force within every
#3> person that drives him into this sort of estrangement, and it is called
either the el zar — the force of zarus — or the vyetzer hara. The el
zar-yetzer hara is the reason we do not naturally have self-awareness,
Hashem implanted in each of us at birth a being who obfuscates our
self-knowledge. That being’s very presence creates the distance we
must traverse in our journey home, regardless of whether we ever sin.
Our response to our congenital state of zarut-disconnection is eshu-
vah-reconnection.
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ity and in potential. This first step requires more than just spendinsé, amx
time alone. It requires watching oneself, noticing strengths, and seeins, _
weaknesses. It requires careful data gathering and precise analysis - TVER XY MY ub awpr xS S

as sophisticated as that which we would use were we trying to dig 121 _DXD_WR) 0mMDA Doy
coyer someone else’s personality. It requires zefillah too. 75 5y DT DYDY m°H YA oW
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' Z\"\ As King Shlomo said in his wisdom, (Mishle
& : 3 . 5 d
3 Watchfulness «» Chapter Two 6:4-5), “Do not grant sleep to your eyes an

} g slumber to your eyelids. Save yourself like a deer

o C from the hand...” [n_this world. we cannot allow

.ourselves to fall asleep; we must remain awake and

assessment are essential at all times. Why, then, do alert; like a deer or a bird fleeing a traol Life 1tself(_lxsi.]a
we not put this knowledge to practical use? trap, expertly laid by the y.etze'r hara hmr_lself, i;l a(:
How is it that we still allow ourselves to be swept WWWW
along? The Ramhal explains: However, this is truly his job full time, and we have to work athours. A
-one of the stratagems of the evil inclination and his can't just fall asleep! We must survey the \i:;! 4;
cunning: he constantiﬁﬁfﬁ‘hgﬁ’sb hearts with analyze our actions, and plan our Moves. > ll lou
{his labor, until they have no time ﬁé. consider and serious, single-minded concentration, we are helpless

. / Let us say we have agreed that evaluation and

[GENVAN

reflect about which path they are following, for he - against him.

knows that if they would only give a little thought — —
to what they were doing, they would certainly !
begin to regret their actions. / And this regret would
continue to grow within them, until they would
abandon sin altogether.
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~ In other words, the evil inclination keeps us too 2

busy to think. He creates a plethora of problems and & Awareness as the Key

X But if one does watch over himself, then
Hashem helps him and he is saved from the evil

ﬁééﬁfﬂes and important issues, and we are buried inclination. The key is awareness. If we are alert and
beneath the overload. We become confused e o el el ey R e

thanks to the yetzer hara, everything becomes a awake and aware, if we scrutinize our actions and
problem. For example: study the significance of events in our lives, it proves

that we are making the effort to assess our actions
and_improve ourselves. If this is the case, then
Hashem will help us and we will be saved frorn sin.

° What shall | eat today? In today’'s world, this has
become a major issue, the subject of scholarly
debate and the exercise of Talmudic logic.

~J But the dreamer, the one who is carried away by
his own imaginings, will have a hard fime overcoming
temptation. He has little interest in making an
accounting, and as such, he is in trouble: But if he
does not watch over himself, then certainly

° What shall | wear today? What is more flattering,
more appropriate? The selection of a tie has
become a thorny intellectual problem, and a
major production.

° And, best of all, what shall [ do today? ,);L .Hashem will not watch over him.
IR b i e L = S i “As water reflects the face looking into it, the
| by mpapn 1aon ENE pYT Abie nep pwn o) | heart of a man reflects that of his fellow man”(Mishle °
' bbs i mb b Ko b Ko N2 Y SN DUNT 27:19). Hashem will relate to us the way we relate to
| oY Samwm o a i mvy wen ik 2% un mbah Him. If we show Him that we sincerely strive for
| 12 .nposn wnban nTiapy ATRNT NS muant Y olb } awareness and improvement, then He will be aware of
o monbn v 03 0T %3 Yy v pnmRT nvy T our needs and help us achieve these goals. But if we
137 o3 wh s vheb e w muenaps whm ' do not care, neither will He, for if one does not have
f JT9im mopwm mercy on himself, who will have mercy on him? lf>

we_cannot be bothered to look after ourselves, how
can we expect someone else to do it for us? If we do
not care enough to protect ourselves, then who will?

( This is one of the yetzer hara’s finest weapons.
Once he convinces us that every aspect of our fives is
a problem, there is little time left for real issues; we ‘
have to deal with our tremendous problems. There| i3 pawy o b3 ma7ab '55:,.,?? iz TN M pays o)

; oy o o myy |

i

proclaimed (Haggai 1:5): “Pay attention [literally, e = - ,
pgt your hearts] to your ways.” 1’,5” T e 7ﬂﬂ5 nap
$¥We must think about what we are doing; put our : vl

heart into it. We should not plunge in spontaneously, MRS 859
led by sheer blind instinct. Everyone is doing it? That
is not good enough, and truthfully, it doesn't really
matter. What does matter is whether something is
right or wrong. Think about it. And even if it should
prove right for “everyone,” is it necessarily right for
us?
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g espite the above differences, the Ohr Zarua®? says that the
&y man who took in the travelers was in fact a gilgul of Lot,
and the lawless people of Givah were gilgulim of the people of
Sedom. Just as Lot came from elsewhere to live in Sedom, so, too,
the elderly man came from Ephraim and lived in Givah. Whe
vv’}chwavi states that he was returning from the field where he did
Chis work” (“maasehu”), it refers to the work he was accustomed
to.doing in a previous gilgul, namely, the hachnasas orchim he had
@learned from the house of Avraham aham Avinu. The lawless people of
.leah also did what they were accustomed to doing in a prewous
gilgul, and their death was their tikkun. The Levi was shocked

that no one took them in (which goes against a Jew’s merciful

traits), qot realizing that they behaved this way because they were

gilgulim of the people of Sedom. 4 e
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